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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (Curremly Amended} A fireplace grate comprising a frame including a plurality of non- 
moveable grate members and a plurality of non-mo veable cross members, said grate members 
and said cross members defming a platform and a compartment disposed below the platform, 
said graxe members having first portiotis lying in a first plane to fonn the platform and second 
portions exiending below the platform to form the compartment, the first portions of the ^rate 
members extending less than the entire length of the frame such that the plarform has an opening 
thar provides access to the compartment, the frame further comprising a supporting member 
extending along the companmem, the compartment operative to hold substantially horizontally a 
firelog and to prevent direct contact between the firelog and a wood or oeraroic logs placed log 
held substantially horizontally on top of the plaiform. 

2. (Previously Presented) The fireplace grate of claim I, wherein the frame includes a base 
defining a cavity, the frame further including a cage member positioned on the base to further 
enclose the compaitment. 

3. (Previously Pi^ented) The fireplace grate of claim 2. wherein the cage member is hinged to 
the base. 

4. (Currently Amended) The fireplace grate of claim 2, wherein the base is formed by the 
plurality of non-moveable grate members connected by the plurality of non-moveable cross 
members, and wherein the non-moveable grate members including include a U-shaped portion 
for supporting the firelog. 

5. (Currently Amended) The fireplace grate of claim 2. wherein the base is formed by the 
plurality of non-moveable grate members connected by the plurality of non-moveable cross 
members, and wherein the non-moveable grate members including include a V-shaped portion 
for supporting the firelog. 

6. (Previously Presented) The fireplace grate of claim 1. wherein the firelog is a ge! log. 

7. (Previously Presented) The fireplace grate of claim 1, further comprising a plurality of 
compartments defined by the frame for holding a plurality of firelogs. 
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8. (Previously Presented) The fireplace grate of claim 3, funher comprising a removable handle 
for moving the hinged cage member. 

9. (Previously Presented) The fireplace grate of claim 2» wherein the cage member includes a 
hinged door. 

10. (Previously Presented) The fireplace grate of claim 1, wherein the platform includes at least 
four aon-moveable gmte members of the frame. 

11. (Currently Amended) A fireplace grate comprising a frame including a plurality of non- 
moveablc grate members and a plurality of non-moveable cross members linked to the grate 
members, each grate member having a flrot portion first portions extending in a first substantially 
horizomai p lane to dofmo a platform and a shaped ponion ojctonding deviating below the tlrsi 
9)ibs^nriallv horizontal p lane via a pap between the first portions, the non-moveable cross 
members and the grate members defining to ddfmo a platform and a compartment disposed 
below the platform , xhe companmem accessible via the gaps in the first ponions thai define the 
platform, and further comprising a supporting member extending across the compartment, the 
compartment operative to hold a starter material in a second substantially horizontal plane and to 
prevent direct contact between the starter material and a wood or coramio logs log placed on top 
of the platform and held on the first substantially horizontal plane. 

12. (Previously Presented) A fireplace grate, said fireplace grate comprising: 

a base formed by a plurality of non-moveable grate memberSp a plurality of non- 
moveable cross members, and a supporting member, the grate members having a first portion 
extending in a first plane and a shaped portion extending below the first plane, the grate 
members connected by the cross members to define a platform and a compartment disposed 
below the platform, the supporting member extending along the bottom of the compartment, said 
base for supporting a firclog in the compartment and a log on the platform; 

at least one pivot arm; and 

at least one ceramic log pivotal ly attached to the base by the at least one pivot arm» 
wherein the at least one ceramic log pivots berween a first and second position, wherein the fir^i 
position permits the insertion of the firelog into the companmem of the base» and wherein the 
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secon4 position further encloses the companmem and prevents direct contact between the tlrelog 
and wood or ceramic logs placed on the plaitbnn of the base. 

13. (Previously Presented) A fireplace grate, said fireplace grate comprising: 

a base formed by a plurality of non-movcable grate members, a plurality of non- 
moveable cross members, and a supporting member, the grate members having a first ponion 
extending in a first plane and a shaped portion extending below the tirsi plane, the grate 
members connected by the cross members xo defme a platfonn and a compartment disposed 
below the platform, the supporting member extending along the bottom of the compartment, said 
base for supporting a firelog in the companmem and a log on the plaitbrm; and 

at least one ceramic log hinged to the base, wherein the at least one ceramic log hinges 
between a first and second position, wherein the first position perxnits the insertion of the fireiog 
into the compartment of the base, and wherein the second position further encloses the 
compaxtmeni and prevents direct contact between the firelog and wood or ceramic logs placed on 
the p]atform of the base. 

14. -17. (Canceled) 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The fireplace grate of claim 1 wherein at least two of the non- 
moveable cross members are positioned on the platfonn proximate m Sie opening in the 
platfonn to the companmem. 

19 (Currently Amended) A fureplace grate comprising: 
a base including 

a first plurality of non-moveable grate members spaced in a parall e l r e lation apan 
from each other, each grate member having a furs: portion e xt e nding 

first portions that extend in a first substantially horizontal plane and that 

are separared by a gap, and 
a shaped portion oxtonding that deviates below the first substantially 
horizontal plane at the gap between the first portions to links the first 

portions. 

a first plurality of non-moveable cross members linking the first plurality of non- 
moveable grate members, and 
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a supporting member Unking the shaped portion of the first plurality of non- 
moveable grate members, 

wherein the base forms a plaifomi for supporting a log on the first ^ubsianiiallv 
horizontal plane and a caviiy depending from the platform for supporting a firelog or starter 
material in a second substantially horizontal plane, the cavity accessible through the first 
substantially horizontal plane via ihe paps bfiilWfi^n the first ponions of the first pi uraiitv_o_f non- 
mo veable grate members . 

20. (Cuiremly Amended) The fireplace grate of claim 19 wherein the fireplace grate tether 
includes 

a cage member including 

9, second plurality of non-mo vcablc grate members spaced in a parallel relation, 
and 

a second plurality of non-moveable cross members linking the second plurality of 
non-moveable grate members, 
wherein the cage member encloses the cavity to form a substantially enclosed 
compartment that separates the legs log from the firelog or sianer material. 

21. (Cancel) 

22. (Previously Presented) The fireplace grate of claim 19 further comprising: 

a ceramic log connected to the base, wherein the ceramic log moves between a first 
position and a second position, wherein the first position permits insertion of the firelog or the 
starter material into the cavity, and wherein the second position substantially encloses the cavity 
arid prevents contact between the firelog and wood or ceramic logs placed on top of the plattbma. 

23. (Previously Presented) The fireplace graie of claim 19 wherein the shaped portion of the 
grate members is U-shaped or V-shaped. 

24. (Previously Presented) The fireplace grate of claim 1 1 wherein the shaped portion of the 
grate members is U-shaped or V-shaped. 

25. (Previously Presented) The fireplace grate of claim 12 wherein the shaped ponion of the 
grate members is U-shaped or V-shaped. 
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26. (Cuiremly AmenOed) A fireplace grate comprising: 

a plm^ity of grate members, each grate member having 

Q tot portion first portjoag, exienciing in a first plane and 
a second portion extending from the firs t portions, the second ponion deviating 
below the first plane at a gap between the first portions which forms an 
opening in the first plane; ^ 
a plurality of cross members linking the plurality of grate members to form a platform 
and a cavity disposed below the plaTfArm, the opening in each of the plurality of ftrate members 
aliped to provide access lo the cavity throu^zh the fi rst plane, wherein ihe platform is operative 
to hold a wood log in a fir^T substantially h orizontal plane and the cavity is operative to hold a 
firelog in a second substantially horizonta l plane.. 

27. (New) The fireplace grate of claim 1 8 wherein at least one the cross members extends along 
the interior of the cavity. 
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